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" Classic " than our own Elizabethan literature ; the
Odyssey is quite as Romantic as the Orlando Furioso or
the Nibelmgenlied. The essential criterion of Classic-
ism may, I think, be narrowed down to dependence on
the Latin ideals of a definite age. The Romans built
up their literature on Greek models, that is to say, on
an alien literature, which, viewed from a wide distance
of time, appeared to them divorced from the realism
of life. They thought that its apparent apartness from
life was a definite aesthetic principle of the Greeks;
they did not realize that theit inference was merely
due to their own defective knowledge of the life which
the literature reflected; to their own inability to
understand the essential realism of Greek literature.
Now, the men of the Renaissance were at a similar
disadvantage. At the Renaissance we have over
again the case of a people suddenly confronted by the
superior excellence of an art which was far removed
from them in time. As they were ignorant of the
life-basis of that literature, the conspicuous feature to
them of the antique, whether Greek or Latin, was not
its reflection of life, but what they regarded as its
idealization of life ; and to this quality they attributed
its perfection. Thus the spiritual essence of Classicism
in literature is not imitation of the ancients, although
this may be its outward form; but the avoidance of
the immediate poetic expression of an experience.
This theory was embodied in the classic " Poetics ",
and passed over into the southern literatures, which
were naturally the first to respond to the stimulus of
the Renaissance. A truly classic poetry was, then,
a poetry that ignored the trivialities of individual
experience, and dealt only accidentally, or not at all,
with the particular emotional problems of the indivi-
dual ; a literature that was divorced from the actual
facts of life.
Now, if this reasoning is accepted, it is obvious that
much of our antithesis between Classic and Romantic
does not rest on any deep-seated psychological

